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Prior to my arrival at Kenyon I knew that I wanted to study psychology and have a special focus in the areas of gender and sexuality.  Over the course of three years here I have garnished my plate with a little bit of everything that I found of interest that would help steer me in the right direction in regards to the study of gender and sexuality.  A great deal of my interest has been satisfied by Women’s and Gender Studies courses.  However, my drive for understanding in these areas has grown larger than the capacity at which I am currently allowed to fulfill them here at Kenyon.  I feel that by declaring this synoptic major I have more room to grow and search out a deeper understanding of gender and sexuality.


My main interest lay in the areas of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Trans-, and Queer (GLBTQ) issues.  As Kenyon has very few course offerings in these areas I have been forced to create a number of independent studies and have looked into the possibility of taking courses at Denison as well.  As the Women’s and Gender Studies department here is highly understaffed and lacks many of the resources to explore more courses dealing with gender issues, this synoptic proposal seems to be a viable option to begin my exploration.

The courses I have outlined in this synoptic major have been thought out to show an underlying thread of psychology.  It is my goal to enter into a Women’s and Gender Studies graduate program, attain my Masters, and then go on to enter a Professional Psychology program where I intend to get my Psy.D.  By accomplishing my undergraduate work in this manner I will begin to prepare myself for my anticipated graduate studies work.


The central goal of this interdisciplinary major is to bring together a number of perspectives from different disciplines and ultimately focus them on a target theme, that theme being Women’s and Gender Studies.  Courses can be easily divided into several categories—foundation courses, historical and cross cultural perspectives, analysis and critique, and research, methods, and concepts—which will help assure appropriate breadth and introspection into the concepts of women and gender.

For my Senior Exercise I intend to create a comprehensive course that discusses, explores, and evaluates the idea of Queer Theory as it relates to sex and sexuality as tools of empowerment.  My process will include a first semester independent studies that will consist of the development of the program and a second semester presentation of the material and course outline.  As my independent studies, GLBTQ: Redefining a Culture consisted of aiding Professor Laurie Finke in the modifying of her Lesbian and Gay Cultures course I feel that I have a good grasp of the basic steps that need to be taken in order to begin and successfully complete my Senior Exercise.

The “Procedure for Declaring a Synoptic Major” sheet states that a GPA of 2.75 is required to declare a synoptic major and currently I have a GPA of 2.49.  It is interesting to note the fact that at any other institution where Women’s and Gender Studies is a declared major that my grades would be suitable enough to declare such a major and maintain that major over my academic career at that institution.  My passion and drive for this subject matter far surpasses any quantitative number that has been placed on the work that I do.  The quality of my drive far surpasses the numbers that are placed on what I do.  For close to three years I have been at this institution, lost, and not sure what direction I would finally be going in and now I see where I want to go and how I want to get there.

Kenyon prides itself on the belief that a liberal arts education can take you where you want and need to be, that you can create your education as you see fit, and here I place my trust in that.  I sat in Professor Biancia Calabressi office asking her for guidance, or at least a listening ear, about what I should do with my future and as I outlined my synoptic proposal to her she stated that the “Liberal Arts Bug” has truly bitten me.  I would like to believe that I have been bitten by a bug, a bug that has sparked something in me that will be my driving force to push on and persevere here at Kenyon and in the world outside of Kenyon.

The increasing number of colleges and universities across the nation that are offering majors similar to my proposal only seems to say that this area of academia is one to be tapped into and explored. The University of California, Davis’ program states that Women's and Gender Studies “assumes that the social construction of gender and sexuality—as it intersects with the social construction of race, ethnicity and class—has affected women's and men's lives throughout history and that it continues to affect personal development, cultural achievement, social, economic and political structures, and historical events…Women's [and Gender] Studies also empowers students by prompting them to think critically about the values and assumptions which have shaped their education and their world…”  In looking at that statement I notice the close resemblance that it has to our Women’s and Gender Studies concentration’s mission statement and I wonder if, in essence, we believe the same thing then why is our program only a concentration and more effort is not placed in making it into a major.

Categorized List of Classes for Synoptic Major

(In my particular area of interest)

Foundation Courses

WMNS 21
Lesbian and Gay Cultures

ANTH 13
Intro to Cultural Anthropology

PSYC 01
Intro to Psychology

ENGL 01
Introduction to English

Historical and Cross Cultural Perspectives

WMNS 494
IS: GLBTQ: Redefining a Culture

PSYC 76
Psychology of Race and Ethnicity

WMNS 94
IS: Trans: The Idea of Change

ENGL 328
Shakespeare: Queer Shakespeare

ANTH 351
Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective

Analysis and Critique

PSYC 74
Psychology of Women

SOCY 41
Sociology of Gender

WMNS 330
Feminist Theory

WMNS 333 
Languages, Gender, and Power

WMNS 481
Senior Seminar

Research, Methods, and Concepts

WMNS 331
Feminist Methodologies

PSYC 20
Statistical Analysis in Psychology

PSYC 83
Psychology Research Methods for Studying Gender

PSYC 38
Clinical Psychology

PSYC 323
Child Development in Psychology

Classes for Fulfillment of Synoptic Major

(All Classes are .5 units)

Fall 1998

ANTH 13
Intro to Cultural Anthropology*

PSYC 01
Intro to Psychology*

ENGL 01
Introduction to English*

Spring 1999

PSYC 76
Psychology of Race and Ethnicity*

WMNS 21
Lesbian & Gay Cultures

ENGL 02
Introduction to English*

Fall 1999

PSYC 74
Psychology of Women

SOCY 41
Sociology of Gender

PSYC 20
Statistical Analysis in Psychology*

Spring 2000

PSYC 83
Psychology Research Methods for Studying Gender

WMNS 94
Independent Study: Trans: The Idea of Change

PSYC 38
Clinical Psychology*

Fall 2000

WMNS 330
Feminist Theory

Spring 2001

ENGL 328
Shakespeare: Queer Shakespeare

WMNS 494
Independent Study: GLBTQ: Redefining a Culture

PSYC 323
Child Development in Psychology*

Fall 2001

WMNS 331
Feminist Methodologies

PSYC 493
Independent Studies: GLBTQ Issues in Psychology

PSYC 344
Psychology of Human Sexuality

Spring 2002

WMNS 481
Senior Seminar WMNS

WMNS 333
Language, Gender, & Power

ANTH 351
Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective

PSYC 446
Sexual Violence Seminar

*These courses are not part of the Women’s and Gender Studies program as outlined in the Course of Study handbook.  However, significant work relating to women and gender was present in these courses, which have framed the basis of my understanding of sex and sexuality differences.


