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QUEER THEORY

As a society we tend to place a great deal of emphasis on the ability to place things into categories.  Well, what happens when along comes a deconstructionalist/post-structuarlist notion?  Over the course of the semester we will look at Queer Theory, its formation and its place in our society.  In order to do this we will also look at the ideas of sexual identity, sexuality, social constructs, and of course theory.  The concept of “queer” is a complex one at first glance and hopefully by the end of the semester you’re view of the complexity will fade away.

Some of the issues we discuss may be seen as controversial and some of you may not feel comfortable sharing your views and opinions.  If that is the case, then this course is not for some of you.  An open mind, a positive attitude, and a drive to learn are not preferred--they are required. 

Course Organization: Classes will be divided between lecture and group discussion.

Class Participation: As there are no exams in the course, class participation—this includes class attendance—will reflect highly on your final grade.  It is in your best interest to be active in the course.

Papers: Each student is required to write three essays during the semester; however, four will be assigned.  You may choose to write the fourth essay for extra credit. All essays must be double spaced, font size 12, and written in a Times New Roman font. Please keep these essays between 5-8 pages; more pages will not be welcomed.  Due dates for these papers are in the syllabus.  

Reserve Materials: Some of your assigned articles can be found on course reserve—these are noted on the syllabus.  Those that are not will be given to you in class or an on-line link will be provided.

Required Text:


1.
Jagose, Annemarie; Queer Theory: An Introduction
2. Turner, William; A Genealogy of Queer Theory
3. Foster, Siegel, & Berry; The Gay ‘90s: Disciplinary and Interdisciplinary Formations in Queer Studies
4. Thomas, Calvin; Straight with a Twist: Queer Theory and the Subject of Heterosexuality
Academic dishonesty will result in a grade of F for the course and a report to the department chair/Academic Infractions Board.
COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS

one

Introduction to the course

Section I:
(Text: Queer Theory & A Genealogy of Queer Theory, Sec. 1,4,5)


two

Introduction to Theory
three

Notions of  Queer
four

Poststructuralism
ESSAY I DUE

Section II:
(Text: Straight with a Twist & A Genealogy of Queer Theory, Sec. 2&3)

five

Sexualities: Heterosexuality and Homosexuality 
six
Queer Within the Community: A look at the Queer Homosexual 

seven

Queer Culture: Becoming Queer 
ESSAY II DUE

Section III :
(Text : The Gay ‘90s)


eight

Queering Academia
nine

Pedagogy: Queer Pedagogy
ten

What is Queer Theory? 

ESSAY III DUE


